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Driven by an increased environmental consciousness, by our customers and by 
legal requirements, SOURIAU and SUNBANK have been engaged for several years 

in the research after alternative solutions to 
the use of dangerous substances (cadmium, 
chrome 6, ...).

With the spirit of innovation, the staff at SOURIAU and 
SUNBANK are mobilised to develop new methods of 
surface treatments offering solutions compliant with the 
REACH regulation and with the RoHS directive without 
sacrificing the performance and the quality of our connectors.

What does REACH mean?

REACH Solutions

SOURIAU and SUNBANK commitment

C O M P L I A N T

REACH: Regulation Evaluation Autorisation of CHemical products

REACH is a regulation of the European Union, adopted in 2007, to improve the protection of human 
health and the environment from the risks that can be posed by chemicals, while enhancing the 
competitiveness and the innovation of the chemicals industry.

REACH regulation has scheduled hexavalent chromium (Cr6+) banning on September 21, 2017. 
Hexavalent chromium (Cr6+) is a chemical product used in many SOURIAU and SUNBANK processes:

 •  Cadmium plating,
 •  Black Zinc Nickel plating,
 •  Composite etching.

To finalize these new developments SOURIAU and SUNBANK:

 •  Asked and obtained from European Commission to postpone the banning of hexavalent 
              chromium (Cr6+) to test and qualify these new solutions:

               All tests are carried out in our internal laboratory (QPL, EN certified).

 •  Needs to extend these solutions to all product ranges and to all customers.

SOURIAU and SUNBANK have developed alternative solutions to replace

hexavalent chromium (Cr6+)
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Cadmium plating
12 years postpone:

September 21, 2029

Black Zinc Nickel plating
7 years postpone:

September 21, 2024

Composite etching
4 years postpone:

September 21, 2021
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C O M P L I A N T

Our hexavalent chromium free solutions

REACH Solutions

A global offer
In addition to our connectors, developments are on-going to offer a complete 
interconnect REACH compliant solution with backshells and caps.

The REACH compliant processes will be gradually deployed to SUNBANK.

Cost and time saving: only one supplier for connectors and accessories for a full 
REACH solution.

Black Zinc Nickel Plating Composite Etching

SOURIAU most advanced solution without 
Cr6+ plating 

500 hours salt spray withstanding.
Conductive and fully compatible with cadmium.
Non reflective black colored finish.

Available for:
• 38999 design - 8T, 8ST, 8T, 8D Series
• micro38999 - 8LTA, 8BA, 8DA, 8STA Series
• 848 Series, 851 Series, 852 Series, DOD Series

Available for:
• 38999 design - 8D Series
• microComp® Series

SOURIAU is ready to offer composite nickel 
connectors without Cr6+

Unique etching process without Cr6+.
2000 hours salt spray withstanding.
30% lighter than aluminum.
Lightning resistance.

Stainless Steel Passivation

Available for:
• EN2997 Series, 853 Series - engine connectors
• MIL-DTL-38999, BACC, EN3645, 8D Series

All our stainless steel standard products are 
qualified and manufactured without Cr6+

500 hours salt spray withstanding. 
Robust connector.
High shock resistance.

Conversion Coating

Available for:
• ARINC 600 Series
• NAFI Series
• 838 Series, 840 Series - upon request

Cost effective solution for hexavalent
chromium free alternative

Surtec coating ready to replace alodine conversion.
Technical performances validated, reports available
on demand.

MIL-DTL-38999 SERIES III QUALIFIED
MIL-DTL-38999 SERIES III QUALIFIED
EN3645 QUALIFICATION ON-GOING



www.souriau.com
technical.emear@souriau.com (Europe - Asia - Africa)

technical.americas@souriau.com (North America)

REACH Solutions
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WHAT IS REACH?
And its impacts for SOURIAU

Cr6+ BANNING
CMG's demand of authorization to ECHA

ETCHING PROCESS
SOURIAU alternative without Cr6+

BLACK ZINC NICKEL PLATING
SOURIAU solution without Cr6+

Need further informations

Our REACH team remains at your disposal if you need more information about REACH regulation:

+

contactreach@souriau.com

Consult our YouTube channel to watch exclusive videos about REACH regulation and learn more 
about SOURIAU and SUNBANK alternatives solutions:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFrkTfmFcLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_2ApgmpVEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUzh8yUD9to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_px1mB6TG8

